Language lives,
Type speaks.

A small talk on
Latin & Chinese Typetaces



Where did the
letters come from?




Chinese

Seal Script Simplified Chinese Character

Oracle bone script



Egyptian Hieroglyphs Phoenitian Capital Form



What is the main
difference between
Phonetic &
Logographic
writing system?







The Basic Logic

of Chinese

|[deograms

“Wood, Tree”

Forest

*II Well... Big forest.




The Basic Logic

of Chinese

Phono-semantic Compound

“"Water”

“"Wood, Tree”
Pronouced as mu

“to wash oneself”

Pronouced as mu



The Basic Logic

of Chinese

B X K =

Small Pig Big Pig
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A little story on
the little Serifs




History
In the West
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Trajan Inscription
107-113 AD

Source: www.wikipedia.org
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The Roman Colosseumn

Source: www.wikipedia.org



History
In the West

Albrecht Durer
1471-1528

Source: www.wikipedia.org



History

In the West
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Roman Capitals Carolingian minuscule Cursive Script by
in Trajan Inscription in a Carolingian Gospel Book Niccolo de' Niccoli (1364 — 1437)

developed into Italic type

Source: www.wikipedia.org



Meanwhile...
In the East

Seal Script Inscription of Mountain Yi
219BC



History
In the East

Clerical Script Inscription of Cao Quan
185AD

Source: www.wikipedia.org



History
In the East

Seal Script

Clerical Script

o~ vg B —428%

‘15]71/14\.» Ej#ﬁ%@i
PRI — ] B

kR YR AR

Regular Script

Semi-cursive Script

o~ % AR — &) B



Two Independent
Timelines of
Movable Types

Bi Sheng Johannes Gutenberg
(990 — 1051) (1398 — 1468)



Garamond Baskerville Bodoni Rockwell
Nng Nng Nng Nn

IIIIII If

Transitional Didone
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Source

Book Sample in Song Style
Ming Dynasty

Book Sample in Regular Script
Song Dynasty
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Different but

Similar History

Minion Kozuka Mincho



Different but still

Similar History

Avenir Hanyi Qihel



Reduced Serif

NET 15,

Optima ST Xihel




The Influence
from Latin
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Pinyin
A phonetic system for the Mandarin
pronunciations of Chinese characters

Source: www.wikipedia.org



From Vertical

to Horizontal

Book Sample in
Fangsong Style Types
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EEF, ARENEERYRUEETF, AN TRES
NEEELN "€ BNNSSS, MERTEMENR
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Book Pages from
Oubun Shotai (Chinese ver),
Akira Kobayashi

Source: www.typeisbeautiful.org




This presentation I1s shown to you
In the typeface Univers, iIn remember of
the respected type designer

Adrian Frutiger.

Thank you.





